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Introduction – the paradoxical supremacy of �gama as a means of 
knowledge in a system that claims to be a rational path towards 
liberation
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Two meanings of the word �gamaZ realization Lvimar�aM and the 
group of words L�abdar��iM that expresses it
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The Pratyabhijñ�bs hierarchy of the means of knowledgeZ the supe-
riority of �gama over perception and inference
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n�m �gamalak�a��	 prasiddhim apek�ata eva – iya	 s� gaur yasy�� 
k��ra	 pathya	 pavitra	 ca, iya	 s� gardabh� yasy�� payoxgnis�danam 
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 33� DW�4B�4
�TB�?Z�pratyak�am api netr�tmad�p�rth�divi�e�ajam¡rr apek�ate 
tatra m�le prasiddhi	 t�	 tath�tmik�m¡r� etad eva vyatirekadv�re�a 
vya nakty abhita�sa	v�te j�ta ek�k� k�udhita� �i�u�¡rr ki	 karotu kim 
�da tt�	 kena pa�yatu ki	 vrajet¡r
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re�a sa s���a�. tata eveha �aktisa	vardhanakrame��nta�sa�kuci ta vi-
mar �a �aktisam�kar�a�ena tathaiva bhog�pavargopayoginopa yuj ya-
m�na� parame�vare�a s���as tarkasa	s�ra� k�vyasa	s�ravad apa ra 
eva.� vicitr� hy am� sa	s�r��. aprati��hitatvexpi tu tarkasya n�smad-
dar�anasya kha�
an� k�cit. �bh�sam�navastuv�de hi para me� va-
reccha y�yam �bh�saniyama�,� s� ca vaicitrye��bh�s�n utth� pa yan t� 
tat sa	yojanaviyojanavaicitrye�a ca pram�t� n vicitr�kurv��� apary anu-
yojy� ity et�vad eva ny�yam avati��hate. tad ayam alabdhag�dha eva 
tarka� �obhate. atra tu svabuddhigarve�a prati��h�	 pa�yan svag�ha-
pr� �ga�amadhyakalpitani��e�abh�golakama dhya dhruva ka sth� na van 
m� 
ho v� 
imbavi
ambako vety �st�m. sarvath�num�ne n��vasitavyam, 
api tv �gama eva. 
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pra sid dha k� ra �olla�ghanen�pi tatk�ra�ajanyak�ryavi�e�atulya v�tt�ny 
eva k�ry��i j� yan te, bhagn�s tarhy anum�nakath��. tath� hi katham 
an yad anyatra niya ma vad bhaved ity ��a�kya pr�m��ikatara	man yais 
t�d �t mya tad ut pat t� niyamanid�nam upagate. na hi ni�svabh�va	 vas-
tu bha vati, n�pi bhinnasvabh�va	 svabh�vabhedena bhed�t, pary�ya�as 
tat sva bh� va dvayabh�veL&M¡ ca ni�svabh�vat�prasa�g�t. eva	 nirhetuke 
bhin na he tuke ca k�rye v�cyam. ubhayatr�pi ca hetuk�taiva vyavasth�. 
sva hetu ta eva hi �i	�ap� v�k�asvabh�v�vyabhic�ri�� j�t�, svahetuta� ca 
huta bhug dh�majananasvabh�va�, tad id�n�	 niyatyulla�ghini k�r ya k�-
ra�a bh�ve sarvam ida	 vigha�eta. yog�cchay� hi �i	�ap�py av�k�a sva-
bh�v� bhavet, dh�me tu dvigu�a	 codyam; agny�dis�magr� yog� cchod-
bh�t� dh�ma	 na janayet, yog�cch� v�nagnika	 dh�mam, iti na sy�d 
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gomay�disa	bh�tav��cik�diny�yena katha	cid rasav�ry�din� bhinna	 
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amukhy�U��ha tac cety anum�nam. k�ry�d�ti k�ryasvabh�vadvayar�pam, 
k�rya	 k�ra�a	 sa	yogi samav�yi virodhi ceti lai�gikam iti v� pañca-
kar�pam.�idam asya k�ryam asya svabh�voxsya k�ra�am asya sa	yogy 
asya samav�yy asya virodhi niyamenety evambh�to ya� k�ry�dibh�va�, 
sa durlak�a� sann apy avadh�rayitum a�akyo yasya, tath�bh�ta	 
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 75� «"��>>�35T34Z�atattvajñoxsi prat�tiv�ttasya, tath�pi nopek�yase. apak�ap�ti 
pram��am iti koxsya vacanasy�rtha�U yadL&M¡ ekasya n�lajñ�na	 praty-
ak�ar�pa	 tat ki	 sarvasya n�la	 bh�sayati dh�majñ�na	 v�gnimU 
tva	 pr�tar nidhim anena vidhin� labdh�sa iti ca ya� siddh�de�ar�pa 
�gama� sa ki	 sarv�n prati pram��amU atha kasy�pi kad�cit ki	cit, 
tathe h�pi d�
havimar�ar�pa	L5M¡ �abdanam � samant�d artha	 ga-
ma ya t�ty �gamasa	jñaka	 pram��a	 sarvasya t�vad bhavati. tatra 
yath� mithy�jñ�ne sah�yat�	 bhajam�nam �lokendriy�dikam apra m�-
�at� sacivam apram��am, na cait�vat� samyagjñ�nasvar�pasya praty-
ak�a sya k�cit pak�ap�tit�, tath� sa eva jyoti��om�di�abda� ��dr�der 
ad�
ha vimar ��tmany ata ev�pram��a �gam�bh�se s�civya	 vidadhad 
api d�
havimar��tmakasaty�gamar�pa�abdanalak�a�apram��opa yogi-
t� y�	 pr�m��ya	 bhajan na pak�ap�tado�apratik�epayogya�L4M.�sarva 
eva hy �gamo niyat�dhik�ride�ak�lasahak�ry�diniyantritam eva vimar-
�a	 vidhatte, vidhir�po ni�edh�tm� v�.�mL&M¡yad�;�Z�ki	 yad�'H�iH�"H�$&H�$5H�
$wV$H� �$D$H�Bh�skar��� L5M¡d�
havimar�ar�pa	� 'H� iH� ;H� "H� $&H� $5H� $wV$� Z�
d�
havimar�anar�pa	� �$D$H� Bh�skar�. L4M� pak�ap�tado�apratik�epa-
yogya�� 
��P�� Z� pak�ap�t�pak�ap�tado�apratik�epayogya� iH� "H� $&H� $5H�
$wV$H� �$D$H� Bh�skar� Z� pratipak�ap�tado�apratik�epayogya� '�� >� ���
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 76� $��� «"��� >>>� 3+T3BZ� tath� hy apak�ap�titva	 k�d�k pram��asyaU 
ki	 nu khalu bho� pratyak��num�ne caitr�ye maitrasya n�lavahny�-
dikam  avabh�sayato yen�pak�ap�tin� sy�t�m.� cai tra	 prati v� ya� 
siddh� de�a� pr�ptas te nidhil�bho bhaviteti, sa ki	 maitra sy�gama�U�
atha tath�j�t�ye pratyak��num�ne maitrasy�pi kad� cid bhavata ity 
apak�ap�tit�, s� tarhy �gamasy�py avi�i���.� ava� ya	 hi sau gata-
c�rv�k�der api kvacana pratyayitapuru�avacasi prat� tinir�
hir bha-
ved eva.� tath� hi d�
havimar�ar�pa	 �abdanam �gama � samant�d 
artha	 gamayat�ti tatra yathaiv�pram��abh�tadvicandrasa	 ve da na 
upayogam upagacchad �lokendriy�dikam apram��am, na ce yat� sam-
yak pratyak�asya pak�ap�tit� prasajyate k�cit, tath� jyo ti��om�div�kye 
��dr� d�n�m anadhik�ri��m ad�
havimar�ar�pa �ga m� bh�sa upa yo ga	 
vrajann apram��abh�toxpi �raddh�daravati dvije d�
ha vimar��t ma-
kasamyag�gamar�pa�abdanopayoge pr�m��yam �s� da yan na pak�a-
p� t� di v�cyat�rha�.� sarva eva hy �gamo niyat�dhik�ride�a k�la da��-
saha k�ri prabh�t�n �m��ya vidhini�edh�divimar�amaya�.�RD���O(��	�Z�	��
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 123� $��� ��7�� «"��� >>>� &3&Z� soxnenecch�di�aktiprabh�vaprakhy�pakena p�r-
�a par�r th�num�nar�pe�a vyavah�ras�dhanena pratyabhijñ�khyena 
��s tre ��vabodhyate. yath� hi bhauta� ka�cin moh�d apah�rita	manya 
eva	 bodhyateZ ka� khalu bhav�n yasyed��mukham �d�gvastram iti cet, 
pa�ya sv�tmany etad iti puna� punar abhidadhat� na c�p�rvam asyot p�-
di ta	 ki	cit, tathaiva pa�uloko bh�sam�na eva sv�tmani n�ham ��vara 
ity�di moh�d abhimanyam�no vibodhyate. yatra khalu jñ�n�di�aktaya� 
sa ��vara iti vyavahriyate tanm�tranimittakatv�t tadvyavah�rasya yath� 
pu r� ��diprasiddha�; tvayy api ca t�� sant�ti. athav� yatra yad �yatta	 sa 
tatre� varo r�jeva nije r�jye; tath� ca tvayi vi�vam. yallagna	 yad bh�ti tat 
tena p�r�a	 nidh�nakumbha iva ratnai�; tvayi ca lagna	 vi�va	 bh�t�ti. 
yasya yad antarvarti bh�ti sa t�vati vy�pako ratne�v iva ma�ibh�va� 
�i	 �a p�di�v iva v�k�atvam; tvayi ca sa	vidr�pe dhar� disad��iv�nta	 
��stra prakriy�dyavagata	 vi�vam antarvarti bh�ti. yasmin sati yad ude-
ti l�yate ca tat tatp�rv�parabh�gavy�pi bh� m�v iv��kura�; tath� ca tvayi 
prak��ar�pe vi�vam iti. evam ��va ratvavy�pitvanityatvadharm� vyava-
ha ra��y��, anyexpy �gamokt�� sahasra�a� �akti�abdav�cy� dharm��. 
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;$}�T�Brahmas�traH��a�karabh��ya, with the commentaries Bh�mat�, Kalpataru 
and ParimalaH� ��	����?.����i�� '��)	H�5� ���H�"�#	����"�?�	
��	���H�"�#	����
$���N#	��$�#	���&H�8��)	H��)	#����	�	��H�&,,z

«"��T���varapratyabhijñ�k�rik�Z�����D�#�����5665
«"�� T� ��varapratyabhijñ�vimar�in�H� ��	���� F	�)� ������ ?.� /�@�� ][��#Xr/����

][��#XH��$D$�55���44H�c	#��.��$�7�#�"#���H�5� ���H�$#	��7�#H�&,&3T&,5&

«"��� T� ��varapratyabhijñ�viv�tivimar�in�� by AbhinavaguptaH� ��	���� ?.�/�� ���
$)[��#XH��$D$�z6H�z5���zBH�c	#��.��$�7�#�"#���H�4� ���H�;��?�.H�&,43T&,+4�

«$�q���varasiddhiH�	��T�Siddhitray� and Pratyabhijñ�-k�rik�-v�tti of Rajaka Utpala 
DevaH���	����F	�)�������?.�"���	��/�����$)���#	H��$D$�4+H�$#	��7�#H�&,5&

/�D�T�M�linivijayottara TantramH���	����?.�/�����$)[��#XH��$D$�4-H�;��?�.H�
&,55

c;)�q�Ny�yabh��ya�T�����c$} 
c;)}_� T �r�mad�c�ryabh�sarvajñapra��tasya ny�yas�rasya svopajña	 vy�-

khy� na	 ny�yabh��a�amH� ��	���� ?.� $ [�X� Y�7X��#[�����H� ��s��#�̂ ���I
(#��N[^�7#���)��[�[H���#����	H�&,z3

c;��q�Ny�yabindu��k��T Dharmottaraprad�pa�Lbeing a sub-commentary on Dhar-
mottara bs Ny�yabindu��k�, a commentary on Dharmak�rti bs�Ny�yabinduMH���I
	����?.�8��/�� ��	�H����)	�"#�����'�.��F���@����#
)�>���	����H�"����H�&,BB

c/�T�Ny�yamañjar��of Jayanta Bha��a, with��ippa�� – Ny�yasaurabha by the edi-
torH���	����?.����$����#���
)�#.�H�5� ���H�w#	������@����#
)�>���	�����$�#	���
&&z���&4,H�/.��#�H�&,z,T&,34

c$}� q� Ny�yas�tra� T Gautam�yany�yadar�ana with Bh��ya of V�tsy�yanaH�
Ny�yacaturgranthik�H� ���� >H ��	����?.�V��D)�N�#H�>��	�������
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"D��q�Par�tr��ik�vivara�a�T�Par�trimshik� with commentary, the latter by Ab-
hinavaguptaH���	����F	�)�������?.�"�`s	��/��@��$)[��#XH��$D$�&3H�;��?�.H�
&,&3

"��T�Pram��av�rttika-k�rik� L$���N#	������D	?����MH���	����?.�Y��/	.���N�H�
Acta Indologica 5H�&,-&T&,-5H�((��&T56z
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"�	��T�Dharmak�rtibs Pram��avini�cayaH�Chapters 1 and 2H��#	�	
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"�$��q�Pram��av�rttikasvav�tti�T�The Pram��av�rttikam of Dharmak�rti. The 
First Chapter with the AutocommentaryH���O������
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���������?.�@��k���	H�
$�#	��w#	�������@����54H�>��	�����>���	����(�#�	��/��	��������#����w#	����H�
@���H�&,z6

]8�T��ivad���i�of �r�som�nandan�tha with the V�tti by UtpaladevaH���	����?.�/��
���$)���#	H��$D$�B+H�$#	��7�#H�&,4+�

]��T��lokav�rttika of �r� Kum�rila Bha��a with the Commentary Ny�yaratn�kara 
of �r� P�rthas�rathimi�raH���	����?.�k��$��@[.H�@���[�"�?�	
��	���H��[#[`��XH�
&,,4

DW�T�Tantr�loka of Abhinavagupta with commentary by R�j�naka JayarathaH���I
	����F	�)�������?.�/�����$)[��#XH��$D$�54H�53H�5,H�46H�4BH�4zH�+&H�+-H�B5H�B-H�B3�
��B,H�&5� ���H�V���)�?����$#	��7�#��;��?�.H�&,&3T&,43�

DW��q�Tantr�lokaviveka�T�����DW
D$�T�Tattvasa�graha of �c�rya Sh�ntarak�ita with the Commentary “Pañjik�” 

of Shri Kamalsh�laH���	����?.�8��$)���#	H�5� ����H�;����)��;)�#��	�$�#	���&H�
��#����	H�&,z3

D$[�T�The Tantras�ra of AbhinavaguptaH� ��	����F	�)�������?.�/��@�� $)[��#XH�
�$D$�&-H�;��?�.H�&,&3

�"�&�q�V�kyapad�ya, �[`s� &�T�V�kyapad�ya�of Bhart�hari with the V�tti and the 
Paddhati of V��abhadeva, �[`s� &H���	����?.����V��$�� >.�#H�8�

��������7��
/���7#�()�$�#	���45H�"����H�&,zz

�"��q�V�kyapad�yav�tti�T������"�>
�$}�T�Vai�e�ikas�tra of Ka��da, with the commentary of Candr�nandaH�
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��	����?.�/��	�]#X� '��?� 	P�.�P	H�k��NF���w#	������$�#	���&4zH�w#	������
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Secondary literature

V��VN�������L56&6MH�RAnum�na� 	��;)�#�t)�#	b��V�kyapad�yaHS� 	��k	�����56&6H�
((��&34T&,6

V��VN��PN�#�L&,3,MH�RD)��c��?�#��K�Pram��as��

�#�	�7����;)�#�t)�#	HS�*~�$�
44H�((��&B&T&B3

V��VN��PN�#�L&,,&MH�R;)�#�tI)�#	b�����
�(���K��)������HS�	��'��;#��N)�#�����/��
/��8��)(�����L����MH�Panels of the VIIth World Sanskrit Conference, Vols. IV 
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V��VN��PN�#�L566,MH�R�����#� ����	����
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 ��	� L���MH�Bhart�hari. Language, Thought and Reality LProceedings of the 
International Seminar Delhi, December 12–14, 2003M,�/��	����;���#�	����H�
c�F�8��)	H�((��&T,-

V��VN��PN�#�L56&6MH�Rk#����#	���b�i�� 	�7�i�7	
�����)��8��#HS�	��"��;��
�#�I
F	
J�L���MH�Logic and Belief in Indian PhilosophyH�/��	����;���#�	����H�8��)	H�
((��434T+65�

���"��V�(�#�L&,3-MH�R� �?)[ ���� �?)[���.�� 	��#^��Z�'��7����������D#��I
�
�������������7�#.� 	��e�(����� �b��]�	 ��D)����7.HS�D)��V�.�#�i	?#�#.�
;�����	��B&H�((��&-zT5+&

;��;����#�L566-MH�Rk#�
�HS�	��c��;��"��	����/��R/�#����S������L����MH�The Var-
iegated Plumage. Encounters with Indian Philosophy LA Commemoration Vol-
ume in Honour of Pandit Jankinath Kaul “Kamal”MH�$����$���7���@����#
)�
>���	����H�'��¡r�/��	����;���#�	����H�8��)	H�((��&B+T&B,�

/�� ;	�#����� L&,z+MH�Bhart�hari. V�kyapad�ya Brahmak��
a avec la V�tti de 
Hariv��abhaH��#���
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'��;#��N)�#���L&,,zMH�RD)��$��K����V7���Z�V�@� 	�F�V#�	
��HS�Asiatische Studienr
Études Asiatiques�B6�L4MH�((��z64Tz5&

'��;#��N)�#���L566&MH�RD)��"��
�
Nb���77Z�;)�#�t)�#	����i��7��7������@���I
	�.HS�Philosophy East and West B&�L+MH�((��+-+T+,&

k���)��(�#��).�L&,34MH�LbAutorité du Veda selon les Ny�ya-Vai�e�ikasH�����#��
�b�	���	#������@��	7	���H����Kg#��
�������#� ��O�5H�i�� �	�I��Ic�� �

E��d��8b$��L&,36MH��abdapr�m��yam in �abara and Kum�rila. Towards a Study of 
the M�m�	s� Experience of LanguageH�8��c�?	�	�@����#
)�i	?#�#.�-H�*	��

�������
)	�7�#� L566&MH�Dharmak�rti sur les mantra et la perception du supra-
sensibleH�*$D;�B&H�VD;$H�*	��

�������
)	�7�#�L566-MH�Penser lbautorité des Écritures. La polémique de Dharma-
k�rti contre la notion brahmanique orthodoxe dbun Veda sans auteur. Autour 
de Pram��av�rttika I. 213–268 et Svav�ttiH���V*H�*	��

�������
)	�7�#�L5663MH�R"	�##���������������o�O�#
	
����(	#	�����bZ�G�����������
(��#����()	����()	��?����)	G�����#�	 �UHS�Asiatische StudienrÉtudes Asia-
tiques�z5�L5MH�((��+3BTB++

�������
)	�7�#�L56&6MH�R>7��#��
�H��(	�������7.�����$���#	���7.HS�"�#��>H�Jour-
nal of the International Association of Buddhist Studies�45�L&T5M�m566,nH�((��
4,T3+
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nal of the International Association of Buddhist Studies�44�L&T5M�m56&6nH�((��
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��L566-MH� R"#�Pa[N�#�7�(������prat�tyasamutp�da� ����#� �#���
��I
���	��HS� 	��;��������#H�����#����#�et al.� L�����566-MH�Pram��ak�rti�. Papers 
dedicated to Ernst Steinkellner on the Occasion of his 70th BirthdayH�*$D;�
-6�5H�VD;$H�*	��H�((��&z4T&3B�

���E#��F�����#�L&,B,MH�R8	7�[7�H���	��*�#N�������	������F	
N���7HS�*~�$w�
4H�((��34T&z+

���E#��F�����#�L&,z5MH�Aus der Philosophie der �ivaitischen SystemeH�8����
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VN����	����#�*	�����
)�K����J��;�#�	�H���#�#�7������$
)#	K����-3H�VN�I
���	�I��#��7H�;�#�	�

���E�#�	�7�#�L566,MH�The Touch of �akti. A Study of Nondualistic Trika �aivism of 
KashmirH�8��"#	��F�#��H�8��)	�
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��� 
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�	G��HS�	�����"#�	������J�L���MH�Expanding and Merging Horizons. Contribu-
tions to South Asian and Cross-Cultural Studies in Commemoration of Wil-
helm HalbfassH���V*H�*	��H�((��54,T5B3

;��$��k	�����L����56&6MH�Logic in Earliest Classical IndiaH�m"�(�#���K��)��&5�)�*�#���
$���N#	�����K�#��
�������	������	�N	H�E	�����H�&4T&3�'��.�5664H� ����d�L5MnH�
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@��k���	�L&,,,MH�Abhinavagupta. Luce dei TantraH�Tantr�lokaH�m	��#���
�	�������
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�I��	�#	
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8��k���������/��@������	� L����H� K�#�)
��	�7MH�T�ntrik�bhidh�nako�a. Diction-
naire des termes techniques de la littérature hindoue tantriquerA Dictionary 
of Technical Terms from Hindu Tantric LiteraturerWörterbuch zur Termino-
logie hinduistischer TantrenH� ����>>>H���V*H�*	��
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N�#�L&,B-MH�R@��	7	����D���#��J�����>�����#��J�	���	���	����HS�mSaecu-
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)�	�)������L����&,-3MH�Paul Hacker.�Kleine 
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*�����?K����L&,34MH�Studies in Kum�rila and �a�karaH�$���	���J�#�>�����7	������
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*�����?K����L&,33MH�India and Europe. An Essay in UnderstandingH�$�����e�	 �#I
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'���������#�L&,,3MH�Abhinavaguptabs Philosophy of Revelation. An Edition and 
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Annotated Translation of M�lin��lokav�rttika I, 1–399H�k#��	�7���w#	������
$���	���&+H��7?�#��E�#����H�k#��	�7��

'�����/�����?���L&,,BMH�The Sa	bandha-samudde�a LChapter on RelationM and 
Bhart�haribs Philosophy of Language��A Study of Bhart�haribs Sa	bandha-
samudde�a in the Context of the V�kyapad�ya with a Translation of Hel�r�jabs 
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